
Content. The aciduric type of bacteria finds its most
favorable environment when lactose is present, as such,
"i the intestine. Lactic acid is not a factor. The
beneficent action of milk cultures also is dependent on
the lactose and not on the bacteria, for organisms of
the type of B. acidophilus increase in the intestine
father than the bacteria taken with the milk. Accord-
ing to these writers, then, the control of the intestinal
bacterial flora lies with the food — a combination of
milk .and lactose forming "the most practical and effec-
tive diet, at least for man."

Medical News

(Physicians will confer a favor by sending for this
department items of news of more or less general
interest; SUCH AS RELATE to society activities,
new hospitals, education, public health, etc.)

ALABAMA
Addition to Medical School.\p=m-\Workon the operating amphi-

theater for the School of Medicine of the University of Ala-
bama, Mobile, began March 1. The money required for the
building, $10,000, has been appropriated by the city of Mobile.

State Society Meeting.\p=m-\Theannual meeting of the Medical
Association of the State of Alabama will be held in Mont-
gomery, April 17 to 20. Dr. William J. Mayo, Rochester,
Minn., is on the program for an address on "The Importance
of Septic Infection in the Three Great Plagues."

Officers Installed.\p=m-\Atthe annual meeting of the Medical
Society of Mobile County the following officers were installed:
president, Dr. James J. Peterson; vice president, Dr. Lee W.
Roe; secretary, Dr. Willis W. Scales (reelected); treasurer
and county physician, Dr. Eugene Thames, and county health
officer, Dr. Paul J. M. Acker (reelected), all of Mobile.

Truce in Medical Society.—The Jefferson County Medical
Society, at its meeting, February S, adopted resolutions affirm-
ing its confidence in the committee of health of the society,
and agreeing that there should be no further discussion in the
society about existing public health matters until the supreme
court has handed down its decision on the question at issue.

Personal.—Dr. John M. Lowrey has been appointed health
officer of Birmingham.-Dr. George A. Hogan, Birming-
ham, has been appointed coroner of Jefferson County, to suc-
ceed Dr. Clarence C. Wiley, Birmingham, resigned.-Under
a ruling of Judge Sharp, February 24, Dr. Cecil Gaston, who
had been appointed by the city commissioner as health officer,
Was ousted, the ruling being that the health officer must be
appointed by the county board of health.-Dr. Samuel W.
Welch, Talladega, has succeeded Dr. William H. Sanders,
Montgomery, as state health officer.

CALIFORNIA
Physicians' Building Remodeled.—Plans are being made for

remodeling the Physicians' Building, Sacramento, at a cost of
from $75,000 to $100,000.

Personal.—Dr. Rose C. McFall, Los Angeles, formerly of
Chicago, was seriously injured by being run down by an

automobile, February 24.
"Healer" Dies.—August Schroeder, self-styled "divine

healer," whose trial for fraudulent use of the mails was

Interrupted by his illness, died, February 28, at the Los
Angeles County Hospital, from pneumonia.

ILLINOIS
Appropriations for Medical School.—A bill introduced into

the house by Representative William H. H. Miller, Cham-
paign, and in the senate by Hon. Henry N. Dunlap, proposes
expenditures for the medical department of the University of
Illinois amounting to $2,000,000 during the next decade.

Typhoid Reported.—Dr. Edward S. Godfrey of the state
board of health is said to have discovered that North
Chicago sewage is emptied into Lake Michigan within 2,400

feet of the intake pipe supplying water to the town, in which
twenty cases of typhoid fever were reported earlier in the
week.-March 9, thirteen cases 'of typhoid fever were
reported in Waukegan.

Clinic on Infantile Paralysis.—March 24, Dr. Clarence W.
East will give a clinic on infantile paralysis in Kankakee. In
the morning and afternoon he will examine patients conva-
lescing from the disease, and in the evening he will give an
illustrated talk in the assembly hall of the high school on
"Infantile Paralysis." The work is being undertaken with
the cooperation of the Kankakee County Medical Society.

Personal.—Dr. C. St. Clair Drake, Springfield, secretary of
the state board of health, was one of the speakers at the ninth
annual meeting of the American Water Works Association at
Urbana, March 13. Marcli 14, Dr. Drake spoke before the
Chicago Women's Club on "Midwifery and Infant Blindness."
-Dr. Albert R. DeCosta, Bloomington, has been appointed
physician to McLane County.-Dr. Eugene Waul, Jr..
Edwardsville, was slightly injured when the gasoline tank of
his automobile exploded, March 5.

Chicago
Infant Welfare.—The Infant Welfare Society is endeavoring

to raise $100,000 for fifty new infant welfare stations. Drs.
Sadie Bay Adair and Walter H. Hoffman have charge of the
movement.

Bond Issue for Contagious Disease Hospital.—An active
campaign is being made to obtain a bond issue aggregating
$2,200,000 for health purposes, of which $1,000,000 is for
incinerators and other equipment for the disposal of wastes,
and $750,000 for the erection of two additional wings at the
Contagious Disease Hospital.

Army Lectures to Be Given.—Major William N. Bispham,
M. C, U. S. Army, delivered the first lecture in a course on
military hygiene and sanitation at Northwestern University
Medical School, March 19, at Rush Medical College, March
23, and at Loyola University, March 24. Two lectures each
week are to be delivered at each of the medical schools of
the city.

Eight-Hour Day for Nurses Impracticable.—The council of
the Chicago Medical Society on March 13 adopted a resolution
stating that a shift for nurses to eight hours "would be to
disrupt the efficiency of their work," and stating furthermore
that nursing should not be governed by union labor regula-
tions but "is a special business and cannot be dictated to by
laws other than those giving them the right to act as nurses."

Blame for Typhoid Fixed.—The commission appointed by
the city council health committee to ascertain whether the
typhoid fever epidemic following the storm of January, 1916,
was due to inefficiency of the pumping station of the sanitary
district has reported that both the city government and the
sanitary district are at fault, on account of inadequate equip-
ment. Immediate repairs to the pumping station of the sani-
tary district, the overhauling of the Thirty-Ninth Street plantand an auxiliary gravity sewerage system are recommended.
The commission further urges that passenger steamers should
not be permitted to dump refuse in the lake.

KANSAS
Personal.—Drs. George R. Dean, McPherson, and Henry A.

Dykes, Lebanon, have been appointed members of the State
Board of Registration and Examination.

LOUISIANA
Physicians Organized.—At a meeting held at Lake Charles,

February 12, the Seventh District Medical Association was
organized. Dr. Thomas H. Watkins was elected presidentand Dr. George G. Krecger, secretary-treasurer, both of Lake
Charles.

Health Survey of New Orleans.—To determine the number
of cases of illness in the city within a given time and the
nature of the care of those who are ill, the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company has offered to make a health survey of
New Orleans, at the expense of the company, and with the
cooperation of the city board of health. The survey began
March 16, when the subject of malaria was taken up.

MARYLAND
Building for Doctors.—A medical building will be erected

in the near future at Saratoga and Charles Streets. It will
be ten stories high, the upper floors exclusively for physicians
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and dentists, with special equipment and fittings for physi-
cians' offices. •

Meetings.—A joint meeting of the Baltimore City Medical
Society with the Medical Society of the District of Columbia
was held in Osier Hall, Baltimore, March 16, when the sub-
ject of medical preparedness was discussed. The principal
speakers were : Surg.-Gen. William G Gorgas, U. S. Army,

l whose subject was "Modern Methods of Army Sanitation";
Col. Louis A. LaGarde, M. C, U. S. Army (retired), who
spoke on "The Surgeon and Medico-Military Preparedness,"
and Major Robert E. Noble, M. C, U. S. Army, the title of
whose paper was "The Medical Needs of the Service."

Personal.—Major J. Harry Ullrich, commander of Field
Hospital No. 1, N. G. Md., has been named as president of
a board of medical examiners for the Maryland Naval Militia
by Secretary Daniels. This board will be a permanent organ-
iation, and is a part of the preparedness program which is
being worked out by the federal government. The other
members of the board are Passed Assistant Surgeon Flynn
and Acting Assistant Surgeon William G. Townsend, U. S.
Navy.-Pending the action of the board of managers, Dr.
J. J. Roberts has been made acting general superintendent
of the Maryland General Hospital, in place of Dr. Elmer
Newcomer, deceased.

MASSACHUSETTS
County Sanatorium.—The county commissioners of Ply-

mouth County have decided to establish a tuberculosis hos-
pital for Plymouth County at South Hanson where a site of 33
acres of land is to be purchased. The hospital will cost
$75,000.

Amherst Alumni Donate Ambulance. — The alumni of
Amherst College have contributed the necessary funds to
purchase an ambulance, which has already started for France
and will be used in the French service. It is expected that
an Amherst graduate will be secured for driver of the
ambulance.

Personal.—Dr. Philip W. Place of the Boston City Hospital
has been appointed resident physician at the Contagious Group
of the Cincinnati General Hospital.-Dr. Howard W. Beal,
Worcester, who was on duty for several months in the early
part of the European War at the American Women's Hospital,
at Paignton, North Devon, England, has declined an offer to
take charge of the American Ambulance Hospital at Juilly,
France.

Cutter Lectures.—Dr. Martin H. Fischer, professor of physi-
ology in the University of Cincinnati, and Dr. Ludvig Hek-
toen, head of the department of pathology of the University
of Chicago, have been elected Cutter lecturers on medicine
and hygiene at Harvard University for the academic year of
1916-1917. Dr. Fischer lectured on "The General Physiology
and Pathology of Water Absorption by Protoplasm," March
20, and on "Fats and Fatty Degenerations," March 21.

Harvard Medical Honors.—The annual meeting for the
awarding of medical honors at Harvard Medical School was
held in the Administration Building, February 26. President
Lowell presided. The principal address was delivered by
Prof. William S. Thayer of Johns Hopkins Medical School
and Dean Bradford presented diplomas to the John Harvard
Fellows and other scholars of the first group, and elections
to the Alpha Omega Alpha Society were announced.

The Study of Ptomain Poisoning.—The National Canners'
Association, March 12, offered $20,000 annually for three
years to be used in the investigation of food poisoning. This
appropriation has been accepted by Harvard University and
researches into the subject of ptomain poisoning with a special
reference to canned goods will be made by the Harvard Medi-
cal School under the direction of Dr. Milton J. Rosenau,
Boston.

Surgical Unit Sails for Europe.—A Harvard surgical unit
headed by Dr. Hugh Cabot sailed for Europe on the Andcnia,
February 21, for a British base hospital in France. The
nn (Heal personnel includes: Drs. Thomas J. Blackshear, Jr.,
Dublin, Ga. ; E. Stanley Bridges, St. John, N. B. ; Eldon D.
Kusby, Ottawa, Ont.; P. Pineo Chase, Hyannis, Mass.; Ernest
G. Crabtree, Brookline, Mass. ; Thomas D. Cunningham,
Brookline, Mass. ; Ezra S. Fish, New York ; Francis B.
Grinned, Charles River Village, Mass.; Jefferson W. Haw-
thorne, North Cambridge, Mass.; Don J. Knowlton, Green-
wich, Conn. ; Fabyan Packard, Allsten, Mass. ; Albert O.
Raymond, Brockton, Mass.; George C. Shattuck, Boston;
Oliver H. Stansfield, Worcester, Mass.; William P. Sweeny,

New York ; Leonard M. Van Stone, Brookline; Mass. ; George
Watt, East Providence, R. I., and the Worcester City Hos-
pital ; Edward S. Welles, Boston; Dr. David E. Wheeler,
New York ; Harry W. Woodward, Boston, and John S. Young.
St. Louis.

NEBRASKA
The Vaccination Question.—The Douglas County Medica'

Society, March 13, unanimously adopted a resolution uphold-
ing the vaccination policy of Health Commissioner Ralph W-
Connell.

Hospital Wing to Be Built.—A contract has been awarded
for the building of the northeast wing of the Methodist
Hospital, Omaha, which will be four stories in height and
40 by 90 feet.

Board of Secretaries to Be Done Away With.—A bill intro-
duced by Senator Fox, reorganizing the state board of health
on a broader basis, and doing away with the present board
of secretaries except in a strictly advisory capacity, passed
the senate, March 6, by unanimous vote.

NEW YORK
Health Clinic Opened.—A health clinic conducted by Miss

Pearl N. Hyer, public health nurse of Little Falls, was opened
in that city, March 8. Dr. Augustus P. Santry was in charge
of the clinic.

Personal.—Dr. John L. Heffron, dean of the Syracuse Col-
lege of Medicine, who went to Florida on account of his health
several weeks ago, is reported to be greatly improved and
expects to return to Syracuse next month. .

Men Available for Military Service.—Acting Commissioner
of Health Dr. Linsly R. Williams, New York, in response to
inquiry for Adjutant-General Stotesbury, states that there
are about 570,000 men fit for active military service in New
York, and about an equal number fit for home defense service-
These figures are based on the estimated population of NeW
York for 1917 as being 10,490,680.

Oppose State Institutions in Watershed.—The Merchants
Association has protested before the Senate Finance Com-
mittee against retaining the Mohansic State Hospital and the
Training School for Boys within the Crotón watershed. The
Wagner-Bloch bill provides that no state institution shall
hereafter be located within the watershed and that the hos-
pital and training school projects be abandoned.-A hi"
.creating an emergency police force to guard the Crotón
and Ashokan watersheds was signed by Governor Whitman-
March 16. The new force will relieve the National Guard
contingents at present patrolling the water, supply property
of New York in counties not within the city.

Health Insurance Commission to Be Appointed.—A bid
introduced into the legislature, March 12, provides for a
commission to investigate health insurance, the inquiry to
cover sickness and accidents of employees and their families
not reached by workmen's compensation ; the causes ; the loss
to individuals and to the public ; the adequacy of present
treatment and of benefits provided through commercial insur-
ance, fraternal orders, etc.; occupational disease, and existing
methods of prevention. The commission is to consist of two
senators appointed by the president of the senate, three
assemblymen appointed by the speaker, and four other per-
sons not legislators appointed by the governor, one of the
number to be a representative of wage earners, one °'

employers, one a physician, one a lawyer, one an economist!
and one a woman.

New York City
Class Reunion.—The class of 1892 of the Medical Depart-

ment of the University of the City of New York will hold its
twenty-fifth reunion and banquet at the Hotel McAlpin 9?
the evening of April 11. The committee in charge includes
Drs. John F. Hagerty, Newark, N. J. ; J. Emmet Tower, Man-
hattan, and Robert E. Cougblin, Brooklyn.

Unwholesome Food Condemned and Destroyed.—During tVfi
week ending March 10, inspectors of the terminal squad °,
the Bureau of Food and Drugs condemned 314,258 pounds °

assorted foodstuffs, consisting of poultry and large quantities
of fruits and vegetables. Members of the wareliouse sqn:l<
of inspectors during the same week condemned 18,318 pound?
of foodstuffs. Inspectors of the factory squad condcmiie"
14,400 pounds of cocoa damaged by fire.

American Posture League.—March 10 this organization he'®
a meeting at the home of Mrs. James Speyer for the pttt'P0S,
of presenting constructive work in public, personal, sch°°
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and industrial hygiene which has been developed by the
American Posture League. The audience consisted of an
invited company, including officials of local medical societies,
representatives of state and city boards of health and educa-
tion, and others especially interested in welfare and efficiency
work. Among the speakers were Drs. Henry Ling Taylor,•Linnaeus E. LaFetra, Eliza M. Mosher, James Porter Fiske
and Stuart H. Rowe, Ph.D.

New Hospital Buildings.—Beth Israel Hospital has recently
acquired title to property at 17 Livingston Place, next to a
frontage of 150 feet, which it already owned. The trustees
announce that a new hospital will be erected on this site at a
cost of $1,000,000.-The Bronx Hospital on Crotona Park
has filed plans widi the building department for a new three-
story building which will be begun immediately.-St. Vin-
cent's Hospital has secured control of the entire block on the
east side of Seventh Avenue, between Eleventh and Twelfth
streets. The main hospital was built around four small houses
on Seventh Avenue, all of which have now been acquired.

Free Course in Contagious Diseases.—The department of
health announces that its courses in contagious diseases given
during the past two years have been so successful that a
similar series of lessons will be given this spring. Each
course consists of eight lessons, six on clinical bedside instruc-
tion and two on laboratory work. Only practicing physicians
will be admitted. No fees will be charged, but physicians
entering the course are expected to attend regularly. The
courses will be given on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays, at 2 p. m., at the Willard Parker Hospital. The
first lecture will be given on March 27 by Dr. Henry W. Berg.
Physicians desiring to attend the course may register with
the Bureau of Public Health Education, Department of Health,
139 Centre Street.

NORTH CAROLINA
Personal.—Dr. Daniel E. Sevier, Asheville, has been

reelected health officer for Buncombe County.-Dr. James A.
Speight, Nashville, has succeeded Dr. James C. Braswell as
full time health officer of Nash County.

Hospital for Negroes.—A 4-acre lot has been provided and
plans are being made for the erection of a greater Lincoln
Hospital at Durham for the exclusive use of negroes. Dr.
Aaron M. Moore, a well known colored physician of Durham,
has associated with him a number of leading citizens of both
races, which assures the success of the plan.

PENNSYLVANIA
Imprisonment for Abusing Hospital Staff.—William Kellcy

is said to have been sentenced to thirty days' imprisonment
in the county jail for abusing a physician and an attendant,
at St. Vincent's Hospital, Erie, where he was a charity patient.

Enlarge Sanatorium Accommodations.—The plan of Dr.
Samuel G. Dixon, state health commissioner, of building
twenty cottages on each side of the present sanatorium build-
ing at Hamburg, at a cost of $28,000, was tentatively approved
by the House of Appropriations Committee, March 6. This
will increase the capacity of the institution to 160.

Postgraduate Work.—The committee on medical education
of the state society and the Board of Medical Licensure have
advised hospitals to become centers for medical postgraduate
Work. The Abington Hospital, Old York Road, has begun a
monthly series of clinics for the benefit of the Bucks County
Medical Society and other local physicians.

Meningitis in Fayette City.—The discovery of six cases of
cerebrospinal meningitis in Fayette City between March 2
and 7 has resulted in the taking of precautionary measures by
the board of health to prevent the spread of the epidemic. The
schools were dismissed for an indefinite period on March 7,
and the school buildings have been fumigated. A clean-up
campaign has been inaugurated in the borough.

Philadelphia
War Medical Corps Unit.—Twenty-two university medical

school graduates have enlisted in a University of Pennsyl-
vania Medical Corps unit under the leadership of Dr. Edward
Martin. Fifty nurses, numerous orderlies, attendants, Roent-
gen-ray men, dietitians and laboratory experts have also
added their names to the list. Sufficient equipment is on hand
to enable the hospital corps to take the field immediately.

Society Prepares to Combat Poliomyelitis.—In view of a
recurrence of infantile paralysis in the coming summer, the
Visiting Nurses' Society has sent one of its best nurses to

Boston to take a course under Dr. Robert W. Lovett at the
Children's Hospital. The expense has been assumed by pri-
vate means. The course, which covers six weeks, consists of
an extensive study of anatomy, muscle training and massage,
and it is hoped that the nurses will not only be able to take
charge of cases but be able to teach others.

Medical Institutions.—Dr. James M. Anders, a member of
the board of trustees of the Medico-Chirurgical Hospital and
College, recently announced that its buildings will be aban-
doned about June 1, so that all structures along the line of
the Parkway may be razed by June IS. The college will aban-
don all its buildings, even the new maternity hospital on
Eighteenth Street, that will not fall within the lines of the
Parkway. Buildings on the campus of the University of
Pennsylvania are now being erected which will contain the
three institutions in the merger, viz. : the Polyclinic Hospital,
the University of Pennsylvania Medical School and the
Medico-Chirurgical Hospital and College.

Personal.—Dr. C. Lincoln Fttrbush, who went to Berlin
several months ago as one of the five medical inspectors
requested by England, Roumania and Serbia, to investigate
the treatment accorded their captured soldiers in German
prisons, returned with Ambassador Gerard's party, March 15.
-Dr. Daniel J. McCarthy delivered a lecture on the "Larger
Problems of Social Service in European Countries" at Hous-
ton Hall, University of Pennsylvania, March 17.-Dr. Jud-  

son Daland will deliver an address on "Focal Infection as a
Cause of Constitutional Disease" before the Academy of
Medicine, Toronto, April 3.-Dr. Albert F. Schreiber, chief
meat and cattle inspector to the bureau of health, is under
treatment at St. Mary's Hospital for gangrene of the right
foot, which may necessitate its amputation.

TENNESSEE
New Hospital for Memphis.—One hundred and seventy-five

thousand dollars has been subscribed for the new Methodist
Hospital.

Trachoma Hospital Opened.—A hospital has been opened
at Tazewell, under the supervision of the United States Public
Health Service, for the treatment of trachoma.

Personal.—Dr. William J. Core, Nashville, surgeon of the
Cunard steamer Folia, was one of the survivors when that
ship was sunk by a submarine off Waterford, Ireland, March
10.-Dr. Joseph L. Mackey, Charleston, was thrown from
his automobile recently, and received serious injuries.

State Society Meeting.—The Tennessee State Medical Asso-
ciation will hold its eighty-fifth annual meeting, April 3 to 5,
under the presidency of Dr. Charles N. Cowden, Nashville.
Prominent features of the program are addresses by Dr.
Edgar G. Ballenger, Atlanta, Ga., on "Certain Affections of
the Bladder and Syphilis," illustrated by moving pictures ; by
Dr. James S. McLester, Birmingham, Ala., on "Syphilis and
Internal Medicine," and by Dr. Frederick R. Green, Chicago,
on "State Regulation of the Practice of Medicine as an
Educational Problem."

TEXAS
State Association Meeting.—The annual meeting of the

State Medical Association of Texas will be held in Dallas,
May 8 to 10. Dr. Samuel E. Milliken is chairman of the
general committee of arrangements.

Dinner to Dr. Thompson.—About forty physicians of San
Antonio gave a luncheon at the Travis Club, March 8, in
honor of Dr. Samuel E. Thompson, who recently resigned his
position as director of the State Tuberculosis Sanatorium,
Carlsbad, to take charge of the Mountain View Sanatorium,
Kerrville.

Personal.—Dr. Thomas B. Bass has been reelected superin-
tendent of the State Epileptic Colony, Abilene.-Dr. John
Preston has been reelected superintendent of the State Hospi-
tal, Austin.-Dr. John W. Bradfield has been elected super-
intendent of the State Colony for the Feebleminded, Austin, to
lili the vacancy caused by the resignation of Dr. Lewis B.
Bibb,

Nostrum Bill Introduced.—February 15, Senator Strickland
introduced a bill in the senate which makes it unlawful to
sell, offer for sale, give away or dispose of compounds or
preparations sold or intended to be used as a specific remedy
or treatment for any bodily disease or illness containing more
than 2 per cent, of common ethyl or alcohol, except on the
written prescription of a licensed physician or when such sale
is made by a person having a retail liquor license.
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WISCONSIN
Personal.—Dr. James R. Barnett, Jr., Neenah, has been

appointed supreme medical examiner of the Equitable Fra-
ternal Union, succeeding his father, the late Dr. James R.
Burnett.

Hospital News.—The addition to St. Vincent's Hospital,
Green Bay, erected at a cost of $75,000, was opened to receive
patients, March 8.-The new St. Joseph's Hospital, Portage,
will be ready for occupancy this month.

Medical Reserve Corps Organized.—At a meeting recently
held in Milwaukee, the Milwaukee County Division of the
Medical Reserve Corps, U. S. Army, was organized and
Lieut. George V. I. Brown, Milwaukee, was elected president.

Society Revives.—The Oneida-Forest-Vilas County Medical
Society, which has been inactive for about six years, has
been reorganized, and elected Dr. William C. Bennett,
Rhinelander, as president and Dr. Clarence A. Richards,
Rhinelander, secretary.

CANADA
Hospital News.—The finest home for convalescent soldiers

in all Canada will be the old Loyola College, Montreal. Here
will be centered the headquarters of the Canadian Hospital
Commission. The alterations have been completed.-The
Canadian Military Hospitals Commission will soon establish
another hospital, 4 miles from Montreal, with accommodation
for about 600 returned soldiers. It will be situated on 80 acres
of ground and will be constructed of huts.

Personal.—The following Canadian physicians have recently
been decorated with the military cross: Capts. A.,A. Dînant,
Frederick W. Lees, Eburne, B. C. ; George G. Greer, Peter-
borough, Ont.; R. M. Luton, J. E. McAskile, William F.
Nicholson, Hamilton, Ont.; Paul Poisson, Tecumseh, Ont.;
W. D. Rorison and L. R. Meech ; Lieuts. William N. Gilmour,
Brockville, Ont., and Charles S. Wynne, Toronto, Ont.-
Dr. Norman H. Suttón, Peterborough, Ont., is commanding
officer in Hill House Military Hospital, Kent County,
England.——Captain Tague, Belleville, Ont., has been
appointed medical officer of the 235th Battalion.-Capt.
J. N. MacRae, Gait, Out., is now acting adjutant of the
Central Military Hospital, Shorncliffe, England.-Col.
Samuel W. Prowse, M.D., Winnipeg-, is commanding officer
of the Princess Patricia Convalescent Hospital recently
opened at Shorncliffe, England.-Dr. Charles Sheard,
Toronto, has returned from an extended trip through the
southern states.-Dr. Giles G. Membery, Adolphustown,
Ont., formerly surgeon on H. M. S. Cochranc, has received
promotion and is now fleet surgeon of the Tenth Cruiser
Squadron.-Dr. Ludwig S. MacKid, Calgary, Alta., is now
a major in the Canadian Army Medical Corps, on service
in France.-Militia orders issued from Ottawa, March 14,
announce the appointment of Lieut.-Col. George A. S. Ryer-
son, Toronto, to be honorary surgeon-general, succeeding to
the title held by the late Hon. Sir Frederick W. Borden, M.D.
--Col. Perry G. Goldsmith, Toronto, has been appointed
president of the Officer's Standing Medical Board in England.
-Col. George S. Rennie, Hamilton, Ont., has assumed the
entire duties of assistant medical director at Shorncliffe.-
Major Donald, Vancouver, B. C, has been appointed com-
mandant of the Canadian hospital ship, with Captain McDiar-
mid as adjutant.——Lieut.-Col. Frank W. E. Wilson, Niagara
Falls, Ont., and Lieut.-Col. D. W. McPherson, Toronto, both
of whom have been in England for many months, have now
gone to France.

GENERAL
Army Notes.—Major Jesse R. Harris, Tacoma Park, D. C,

M. C, U. S. Army, was retired from active service, March 2,
on account of disability incident to the service.

Health Week for Negroes.—The National Negro. Business
League has set apart the week of April 22 to 28 as the
National Negro Health Week, and has agreed to cooperate
with the National Clean-up and Paint-up Campaign Bureau
in an endeavor to better the Jiving conditions of negroes
throughout the United States.

What the Rockefeller Foundation is Doing.—Dr. George E.
Vincent, president-elect of the Rockefeller Foundation, in an
address before the Industrial Club of Chicago recently, stated
that the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research had a

plant valued at $15,000,000 and has as its object the intensive
study of diseases. On the conclusion of the war, the founda-
tion will establish schools and hospitals in China to cost at
least $1,000,000.

New Tuberculosis Journal.—The National Association for
the Study and Prevention of Tuberculosis announces the
appearance of the American Review of Tuberculosis. a

monthly technical journal. Dr. Allen K. Krause, Baltimore,
is managing editor, and the editorial policy is determined by a
staff of seven physicians consisting of Dr. Edward R-
Baldwin, Saranac Lake, N. Y., editor-in-chief, and Drs.
Lawrason Brown, Saranac Lake, N. Y., Henry R. M. Landis,
and Paul A. Lewis, Philadelphia, Milton J. Rosenau, Bostoiii
Henry Sewall, Denver, and Borden S. Veeder, St. Louis.

Grayson's Appointment Confirmed.
—

The nomination of
P. A. Surg. Cary T. Grayson to be medical director with the
rank of rear admiral has been confirmed by the senate. This
gives Dr. Grayson the highest rank in the Medical Corps of
the Navy, a rank at present held by only one other officer,
Surg.-Gen. William C. Braisted. Dr. Grayson was born ni

Virginia, Oct. 11, 1878, and received his medical education
at the University of the South, Sewanee, Tenn., from which he
was graduated in 1903. He immediately entered the navy as
acting assistant surgeon, receiving his grade of assistant
surgeon, June 28, 1904. He was promoted to passed assistant
surgeon three years later, and, at the time of his advancement
to rear admiral, had had a little more than three years' sea
service and seven years' shore or other duty. He was on duty
as personal physician to President Taft, and since President
Wilson's accession has continued in the same position to
President Wilson. This promotion carries with it a cor-
responding increase of pay. The pay of passed assistant
surgeon is $2,200 at sea, or $2,000 on shore duty ; that of rear
admiral $8,000.

Occupational Therapy.—At the conference held at Clifton
Springs, N. Y., March 15-17, addresses were made by Dr.
W. R. Dunton, Jr., of the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital
on the "History of Occupational Therapy" ; by Mr. George E.
Barton on the "Therapeutic Value of Drawing and Modeling.
and Preparation of Patients for Inoculation of 'Bacillus of
Work' " ; by Mr. Kidner on the "Difficulties and Results of
Reeducation of the Crippled Soldier in Canada" ; by Mrs-
Slagle on the "Work of the Occupational Experiment Station
in Chicago"; by Miss Johnson on the "Occupational Work
on Blackwell's Island," and by F. B. and L. M. Gilbreth on a

"New Occupation for the Crippled Soldier—The Conservation
of the World's Teeth," illustrated by photographs of a one-
eyed, one-armed, partially deaf, legless man engaged m
dental nursing. The conference resulted in the formation
of a National Society for the Promotion of Occupational
Therapy, with the following officers: president and chairman
of committee on research and efficiency, George Edward
Barton, Clifton Springs, N. Y. ; vice president and chairman
of committee on installations and advice, Mrs. Eleanor Clarke
Slagle, Chicago ; secretary, Miss Isabel G. Newton, Consola-
tion House, Clifton Springs, N. Y., and treasurer and chair-
man of committee on finance, publicity and publications, Dr.
W. R. Dunton, Jr., Towsoii, Md.

FOREIGN
International Convalescents Interned at Lago di Garda.-—

Arrangements are now under way to have the health resorts
on the Lago di Garda, Italy, utilized for the convalescent
wounded from the entente allied nations.

The Tripier Legacies.—Prof. R. Tripier, formerly of the
University of Lyons, has bequeathed to the university the
sum of $40,000, the income of which is to be used to encourage
works on qperative medicine and pathologic anatomy. He
also left a similar sum to the city of Lyons for the purchase
every fifth year of some work of art.

Financial Aid for Parturients.—A recent French decree
grants a daily allowance to women of French nationality
during the period just preceding and following a childbirth.
regardless of whether the woman is a habitual wage-earner
or not. The same allowance is also made to refugees fronjthe invaded regions, under the same conditions. The amount
of the allowance is that of the rent paid.

Deaths in the Profession Abroad.—J. Lefour, professor o*
obstetrics at the University of Bordeaux, aged 66.-E. Huet>
chief of the service of electrotherapy at the Salpêtrière, PariSi
during and since Charcot's day, president of the Société <fc
Neurologic-G. Paladino, professor of histology and ge'1'
eral physiology at the University of Naples, senator of the
realm, president of various scientific societies and member
of numerous others in various countries, aged 75. His obit-
uary notice in the Riforma Medica mentions among the othc*
honors conferred on him that he 'held an honorary degrc
from Rush Medical College of Chicago.
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The New "Archives Médicales Belges."—The surgeon-general of the Belgian army has taken steps to insure the
publication of a medical journal in Belgium, none of the
former medical journals having been issued since the invasion
of Belgium. The first number has now reached us. It
assumes- the name of an old Belgian medical journal, the
Archives médicales belges, so that the new issue appears as
No. 1 of Volume 70. The editorial staff includes Dcpage,
Willems and fourteen others. The more active members of
the staff are M. Stassen and J. Voncken, who are connected
with the Hôpital militaire Cabour, at Adinkerke, in the still
uninvaded portion of Belgium. The publishers are J. B. Bail-
lière, 19 rue Hautefeuille, Paris, but the actual work of
printing is done at the Institut Militaire Belge de Rééducation
Professionelle pour Mutilés de la guerre, at Port-Villez,
Vernon, Eure. All the profits of the journal are to be devoted
to this institution for the occupational training of crippled
soldiers. It is planned to continue the Archives monthly, but
the editors admit that circumstances may prevent a regular
monthly issue, as no one knows what the morrow may bringforth. All exchanges and communications are to be sent to
the Comité de Rédaction, Inspection Générale du Service de
Santé1 de l'armée belge en campagne. The first number contains,
besides several original articles, an ample abstract department
and obituary notices of ten Belgian physicians and ten medi-
cal students who have been killed during the war. The
Surgeon-General's Catalogue lists three pages of medical or
pharmaceutical journals published in Belgium, but only two
or three dozen were currently published at the beginning of
1914. This list included the Gazette médicale de Urge, the
Presse médicale belge, the Journal médical de Bruxelles
besides three international archives for surgery, physiology
and pharmacodynamics, and a number of bulletins recording
the transactions of various scientific organizations. The
Archives médicales belges since its foundation seventy years

•

ago has always been the organ of the medical department of
the army.

PARIS LETTER
Paris, Feb. 22, 1917.

The War
PICRIC ACID JAUNDICE AND TRUE ICTERUS

Some authors believe that the jaundice induced by the
ingestion of picric acid is characterized by the absence of bile
and bile pigments from the urine, while others maintain that
picric acid jaundice is a true icterus. Malmejac, in a recent
communication to the Réunion médicale de la IV-e Armée,
throws new light on this subject. He studied 981 cases of
true jaundice and picric acid jaundice, making daily examina-
tions of the urine, and found that bile and bile pigments
Were always present in large quantities in cases of true
icterus, while in cases of picric acid jaundice they were
excreted in much smaller quantities and more slowly. Some-
times these elements were found only in traces, but they
always gave a distinct reaction. In only five cases was
Malmejac able to obtain traces of bile pigment on the first
day. He is convinced that there is some relation between the
size of the dose of picric acid ingested, the physical condition
of the individual and the excretion of pigment. The bile
elements appear rather slowly. Is it not possible, then, that
if the pigmentation of the skin is not due to the picric acid,
the pigment or at least some picric acid derivative would he
found-in the blood? Malmejac has shown that the skin elimi-
nates these two acids, which would explain the skin pigmen-
tation in the great majority of these cases of picric acid
jaundice. Furthermore, picric acid imparts to the urine a
currant red color. Malmejac has concluded that, in the
beginning, picric acid jaundice and its complications comprise
a case of slight intoxication of the hepatic cells. The jaundice
provoked by the ingestion of the picric acid is therefore a
jaundice of a definite type, which differentiates it from ordi-
nary icterus.

Dr. Boidin stated that various interpretations of Malmejac's
findings could be made. Some authors have stated that picric
leid jaundice is a false icterus in which the yellow color of the
skin and mucous membranes plays no part, so that if one can
find biliary pigments in the urine one can eliminate at the
start the possibility of a picric acid intoxication. More
recently Brûlé, Javillier and Backeroot have pronounced pic-
ric acid icterus a true icterus ; that it is identical with all
{orms of benign icterus, either infectious or toxic. Like
Malmejac, Boidin thinks that all these opinions are too
Positive, and that the picric acid jaundice is always due to

the coloring matter in the acid, on which is often super-
imposed a true biliary icterus. If one wishes to -convince
himself of this he need but follow the course of the picric
acid in the organism. Ordinarily, picric acid, when ingested,
is rejected either by emesis or by diarrhea, which are frequent
symptoms at the start. 'Any portion of the acid that is
absorbed must first pass the liver barrier, thereby injuring
this organ so that the bile pigments can pass into the blood
and urine; but before such an icterus can occur or make
its appearance, the picric acid has already been diffused
throughout the organism. The fact that it is found in the
blood serum and even in the cerebrospinal fluid, as was
shown by Malmejac, proves that picric acid possesses extreme
diffusibility. It is eliminated by the skin and by the urine,
imparting to each a special yellow color. Admitting, then,
that the product is diffusible, that it possesses tinctorial quali-
ties, why should it not be capable of coloring the skin and
mucous membranes? To the picric acid jaundice may he
added a true icterus, but it is secondary and unimportant.
Clinically, the nature of this picric acid jaundice has been
established, but the chemist must be the sole judge of the
matter.

Dr. Merklen stated that the term "picric acid icterus" is
incorrect because it implies that the ingestion of picric acid is
followed by an essential impregnation of the tissues with
bile salts ; but no convincing proof has been reported by the
authors who claim that the yellow discoloration of the skin
is of hepatic origin. One can hardly conceive of an icterus
that fails to present all the clinical signs of bile retention :
rapid pulse, pruritis, etc. Malmejac, in his convincing com-
munication, throws a new light on the late appearance in the
urine of these pigments and biliary acids, the urobilin, etc.
At the outset the yellow tint of the skin is unique, being due
to the diffusion of the picric products in the serum. Picric
acid icterus, reduced to a reality, is a tinctorial phenomenon,
but picric acid is a liver poison. Taken in sufficient doses
it will in time color the skin and leave its mark on the liver
cells. The response of these cells to the agents that come in
contact with them, picric acid and others, consists in the
production of urobilin, biliary acids, and even a small quan-
tity of pigments ; these are the bad consequences, even as
albuminuria is the common result of kidney disease. Picric
acid intoxication corresponds rather to an acute hepatitis.
If the skin discoloration is due to a true hepatitis, the urine
must contain the liver products mentioned. In all the cir-
rhoses the urinary findings are definite, and accompany the
icterus. Without doubt, after a time, pigment retention may
intervene, although this is difficult to determine, if one must
rely only on the yellow tinting of the skin ; but it goes to
show that the biliary impregnation is merely an episode in the
picric acid intoxication.

THE SUGAR CARD AND THE SPAS
M. Pcyronnet, senator of the department of the Allier (in

which lies Vichy), has directed the attention of M. Herriot,
minister of the food supply, to the situation created at the
spas and the health resorts by the introduction of the sugar
card. The senator pointed out to the minister the "interest
that would attach to a declaration of the government which
would not assure persons frequenting these spas and health
rt'sorts of a sufficient amount of sugar, such as they would
need during their stay. The minister replied that it was
the disposition of the authorities to continue to allow a
sufficient amount of sugar to these persons. The sugar will
be distributed to the hotels, restaurants and boarding houses
on the basis of the consumption during the corresponding
month for the two previous years, and for commercial and
industrial use, according to the demands of the season. All
persons frequenting the spas who are not taking their meals
at hotels, restaurants or boarding houses will be given a
temporary card for the duration of their stay, whether this
be more or less than a month. As for the sick, it has been
decided that they shall be given a supplementary quantity of
sugar on the presentation of a medical certificate.

FIGHT OF MILITARY AUTHORITIES AGAINST ALCOHOLISM
The commanding general of the armies has interdicted, in

the zones determined by the general commander-in-chief, the
circulation and sale of alcohol and spirituous liquors. To
make this mandate sufficiently effective, penalties were here-
tofore lacking. Therefore a law has been passed sanctioning
the prohibition of the sale and distribution of alcohol as
decided on by the military authorities. Infractions of the law
are punishable the same as in laws made by the administra-
tive authorities. The same penalties will apply, in case of
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infraction, to the arrangements made to prevent the giving
of alcohol and spirituous liquors to the soldiers.

To prevent the danger of alcoholism among foreign-born
natives, the military colonial workers on service or passing
through the Marseilles region (Senegals, Arabs, Kabyles,
Indo-Chinese, etc.), the commanding general of that region
has decided that the sale of wine, and in general of all
alcoholics, even those of a test less than 23 degrees, was
interdicted for men coming under these categories. A very
active surveillance will be exercised over the retailers of
alcoholics. In cases of infraction they will not be allowed
to admit troopers and colonial workers.

Compulsory Notification of Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis
By a recent decree, acute anterior poliomyelitis has been

added to the list of transmissible diseases for which notifica-
tion and disinfection are compulsory. This list includes at
present: (1) typhoid, (2) typhus, (3) variola and varioloid,
(4) scarlet fever, (5) measles, (6) diphtheria, (7) military
fever, (8) cholera and choleriform diseases, (9) ague,
(10) yellow fever, (11) dysentery, (12) puerperal infection
and ophthalmia of the new-born (unless the confinement is not
made public), (13) epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis, and
(14) acute anterior poliomyelitis. The same decree modifies
the method of designation of maladies of which notification
may be made by the substitution of letters for the numbers
heretofore given them. These maladies are (A) pulmonary
tuberculosis, (B) whooping cough, (C) grip, (D) pneumonia
and bronchopneumonia, (E) erysipelas, (F) mumps, (G) lep-
rosy, (H) favus, and (I) purulent conjunctivitis and
trachoma.

Books for the Blind
The city of Paris is informing the public, by means of

posters, that the Valentin Haiiy Association for the Welfare
of the Blind has deposited in six municipal libraries a circu-
lating library composed of several books printed in Braille
type, to be placed at the disposition of the blind readers of the
department of the Seine. Blind readers will be allowed to
take these hooks home under the same conditions and regula-
tions as apply to the ordinary books in municipal libraries.
These special books will be renewed periodically by the
Valentin Haiiy Association.

BERLIN LETTER
(Received, March 12, 1917)

Berlin, Jan. 5, 1917.
Personal

Professor von Grützner has resigned as director of
'

the
Physiologic Institute because of advanced age.

Professor Ibrahim of Munich has accepted the chair of
pediatrics at Jena.

Privy Councilor Professor Schule, director of the Illenati
(Haden) Institute, died at the age of 76. In 1873 he was

given an honorary degree of the Freiburg University. He
also was an honorary member of many psychiatric societies
in this and foreign countries. Since 1877 he was associate
editor of the Allgemeine Zeitschrift für Psychiatric.

December 11, Privy Councilor Leser, the editor of a well
known textbook on special surgery, died at Frankfort-on-the-
Main. He was a pupil of von Volkniann.

Privy Councilor L'elntan, director of the Psychiatric Clinic
in Bonn, died, December 31, aged 79 years.

On the same day Professor von Zehender, formerly ordinary
professor of ophthalmology in the Rostock University, died
ai the age of 97.

December 29, B. S. Schultze of Jena celebrated his eighty-
ninth birthday.

December 31, Privatdozent Prof. A. Pappenhcim of Berlin
died of typhus. He was 46 years of age. He received dis-
tinction because of his work in hematology. His contribution
to "the cells in leukemic myelosis," of which the studies of
normal and pathologic blood cells are a part, deserves special
mention. He was the founder and editor of the Folia
hac inatologica.

Congress of Internal Medicine
The German Congress of Internal Medicine will be held in

April, 1917, under the chairmanship of Professor Minkowski.
The most important subjects for discussion will be: 1. Nutri-
tion during the war, by M. Rubner (Berlin) and F. von

Midler (Munich). 2. Constitutional diseases, by F. Kraus
(Berlin) and A. Steyrer (Innsbruck). 3. The rare infectious
diseases of the war. War experiences in the field of internal
medicine will also be discussed.

The Number of Medical Graduates
During the scholastic year 1914-1915, 1,038 candidates for

the medical degree received professional approbation G^Lv
1914, 3,822). There were seventy-two (1913-1914, 148)
women. The graduate degree in dentistry was conferred on

fifty men .(1913-1914, 195) and twelve women (1913-19H
ten). The number of women medical students is continually
increasing. During the winter semester 1908-1909 there were
334; in 1915-1916, 1,229, almost a fourfold increase. The
number of women students in all the German colleges was
much greater than this; in 1908-1909, there were 1,077; »•

1915-1916, there were 4,796, almost a fivefold increase. T'le
diminution in the number of medical graduates and licentiates
was caused by the war. This was to be expected. In 1912-191*>
the official sanction was given to 1,447, and in 1913-1914 there
were 3,822 licentiates.

Work of the Central Committee of the German
Red Cross.

During the first two years of the war the central committee
of all the German Red Cross organizations disposed ot
80,000,000 marks ($20,000,000). This does not include the
funds handled by the societies of the individual German
states, nor the women's societies, nor the central committee
of the Prussian State Society.- Thirteen and one-half mill*011
marks ($3,375,000) were spent for nursing alone, the money
having been contributed in various ways. The sale of the
so-called Kaiscrin-Kricgsfiirsorgc (Empress first-aid) wel-
fare card and several other picture cards realized 750,000
marks ($187,500). The so-called Krcuz-Pfcnniq-Markcn (Red
Cross stamps) realized 470,000 marks ($117,500). To these
sums must be added the collections made for prisoners oí
war, furnishing of mineral water and food supplies for the
injured, for Red Cross work in Turkey, etc., an additional
7,750,000 marks ($1,937,500). Five hospital trains were
organized (costing nearly 1,000,000 marks [$250,000] ) ; for
the care of prisoners of war 713,000 marks ($178,250) were
spent, and for gifts 4,500,000 marks ($1,125,000). More than
1,000,000 marks ($250,000) were spent to furnish mineral
water for the troops in the field and for the base hospitals-
A total of 17,000,000 marks ($4,250,000) was spent for war
nursing during the first two years of the war. Ten mill'011
marks ($2,500,000) were collected, and 9,000,000 marks
($2,250,000) of this sum were spent in welfare work, such »s

aiding and contributing to the support of the war widows
and war orphans, of the exiles and of other persons suffering
from the war. The central committee distributed books,
newspapers, etc., amounting to 7,500,000 marks ($1,875,000)-
The central committee of the Prussian State Society disposed
of 30,000,000 marks ($7,500,000) during the first two years ot
the war. About 11,500,000 marks ($2,875,000) were spent for
nursing (including ten hospital trains, costing 1,500,000 marks
[$375,000] each, the equipment of the volunteer nurses
7,500,000 marks [$1,875,000]), and for war welfare work the
committee collected 3,250,000 marks ($812,500), of which one
half was spent.

Typhus in Poland —

Shortly after the occupation of Russian Poland by t',e
German troops, the commandei-in-chief ordered the notifica-
tion of all infectious and contagious diseases. This was done
for the express purpose of combating typhus and smallpox*
The result has been entirely satisfactory. During the la,st
three months of 1915 there were 704 cases of typhus "'

Warsaw and thirty-two deaths from this disease. During t"
first three months of 1916 there were 5,256 cases and 4¿
deaths ; during the second three months there were 6,--'
cases and 507 deaths. During the third three months th
number of cases fell to 2,309, with only 140 deaths. |n.
incidence and mortality of smallpox was as follows : 'aS
three months of 1915, 955 cases and 157 deaths; first thre
months of 1916, 1,029 cases and 144 deaths; second three
months of 1916, 918 cases and 130 deaths ; third three mont»*
195 cases and twenty-three deaths. No case of cholera ha
been reported in the Warsaw district since October, 1915-

Hospital for Research in Psychiatry
A considerable number of founders, mostly members of ?»

Kaiser Wilhelm Society, have united to erect an institut'"
for research in psychiatry, acting on the suggestion of J»,
German Psychiatric Society. At present the funds colleÇ'e
are not sufficient to finance an independent research instlit»
tion, but the movement has furnished sufficient stimulus
insure the erection of a state institution in connection Wi
the psychiatric clinic in Munich after the war is over.
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